Steps for AUTISM Parents/Caregivers:
Getting A FIRST-RESPONDER facilitated tracking program in your community

If you’re the caregiver of a child/adult with autism, and your loved one demonstrates wandering/ elopement tendencies and is at serious risk, you may be interested in obtaining a personal locating device, or “tracking device.” While many options are available, National Autism Association prefers programs implemented by professionally trained emergency response personnel such as Project Lifesaver and LoJack SafetyNet. Below are steps you can take to identify any existing programs in your area, or start the process of implementing these services through your appropriate local agency. 
For more information about tracking technology, visit http://www.awaare.org/trackingtechnology.htm
- Check to see if Project Lifesaver is in your area: 

1. First click here: http://projectlifesaver.org/Lifesaver/about/where-we-are/
2. Type in your zip code. 

3. Scroll down to see results. 

- Check to see if LoJack SafetyNet is in your area: 

1. First click here: https://www.safetynetbylojack.com/caregivers/check_service_availability
2. Type in your zip code. 

If no first-responder tracking program is available in your area, and you wish to try to get Project Lifesaver implemented, follow these steps: 

1. Call Project Lifesaver International at 877-580-LIFE (5433) and request that informational materials about Project Lifesaver be sent to your address.

2. Present the materials to your local agency,* along with other helpful information that may include: 

· a documented history of your child’s wandering/elopement patterns/incidents

· information about autism and wandering (click and print: http://www.awaare.org/lawenforcement.htm) 

· any news stories or documented cases in your area involving a missing child/adult with autism, or other cognitive impairment, including Alzheimer’s. 

· a customized the Letter of Intent (use template below**)

· any signed petitions or letters from other members of your community in need of this service. It’s helpful to illustrate the need.

3. If your local agency cannot or will not implement Project Lifesaver because of budgetary constraints, consider holding a community fundraiser through:

· Local churches

· Local civic groups

· Local support groups or organizations

· Carwashes, chili cook offs, spaghetti dinners can be great ways to raise this money. Typically to implement Project Lifesaver, a county will need around $4000 to $5000.
* Your local agency for search and rescue will likely be the Sheriff’s office, which you can Google using your county’s name. Google: (Your County & Your State) + Sheriff’s Office. You may also try searching (Your County) + Search and Rescue. When calling, request to speak to the person who handles search and rescue, or the Sheriff. 
**LETTER OF INTENT

Date

Dear (Put Prospective Agency name here);

On behalf of the community from (Community/County) we wanted to take a moment to describe a community relations program that would be a wonderful addition to our local agency.  It’s called Project Lifesaver.  

Project Lifesaver is a not for profit organization that offers a public safety program that trains and certifies local law enforcement and first responders to search for loved ones with cognitive conditions such as Alzheimer’s, dementia, Autism, and Down syndrome.  The program includes two days of training on cognitive conditions, how to communicate effectively with those who have a cognitive condition, and how to use radio technology to track at-risk individuals that wander.  This technology has proven to be successful for many years and a helpful tool in search in rescue, which without tracking technology can cost significant man-hours, money, and usually produce negative outcomes, especially for those who have cognitive conditions and are more prone to wandering.  

After review of this informational packet, DVD, and material, you will see why your local residents have brought this program to your attention.  We have grants available for those agencies that are unable to afford starting the program.  

If your agency would like to move forward please feel free to contact Chief Tommy Carter at tcarter@projectlifesaver.org  or at 757-435-8494 with any questions you may have.  

We thank you for your time and consideration and we all can work hard to keep our communities a safer place.

Sincerely,

Chief Gene Saunders

CEO & Founder

Project Lifesaver International

